SUMMER READING LIST FOR SOCIAL WORK MAJORS
F = fiction

S251 Voices of Poverty Assignment

Select one of the books below to read for the VVoices of Poverty assignment. Please clear
any other book for this assignment with me in advance.

After you have read the book, please write a review (no more than 4 pages) of the book
describing the following:

How is life in poverty or in otherwise maginalized circumstances depicted?

How does the author describe poverty or other forms of marginalization, using
what images? How did you react to that vision of the experience of living on the
margins?

How has reading this book enriched your understanding of the stresses that
poverty and marginalization produces and the resiliency of people to overcome some of
the obstacles placed before them?

How "true” do you think this portrayal of poverty or marginalization is today or to
the time in which the book was written?

How could this book help inform our current thinking about poverty and other
forms of marginalization and the services needed to address this social welfare problem?

Make sure that you include a complete bibliographic citation on the first page of
your review.
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Website: VVoices from the Gaps ) http://voices.cla.umn.edu/mewsite/index.htm
(women authors and reviews)

Some of the books are literature/novels. Others are sociological writings using qualitative
research, participation observation, or narratives. Still others are historical documentaries.
This list is a work in progress so | welcome new additions. If you want to use a book that
is not on this list, discuss it with me first. It is helpful to read a book about the same basic
cultural group that you are studying for your project.

If any of the books are on audiotape, that is an acceptable way to “read” your piece.



